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            There are two sides to every story, perhaps more Sometimes we notice the 

obvious story line, but usually there is a hidden, not-so-obvious scenario.  We need to 
be intentional to catch a glimpse of another perspective.  Scripture offers a different lens 

to help us see the “story behind the story.”  It is especially true when we view the 
events of Holy Week. Our Lenten midweek series has explored the settings and 

dynamics of Christ’s passion story.  At first, we can’t help but notice the pain, loss and 
anguish for Jesus and His followers.  This story, so central to our faith, compels us to 

look through the lens of faith to discover not only the evil which is at work but also the 
presence of hope and grace.  Through the shroud of despair and betrayal, there is a 

testament to faithfulness and hope interwoven with this tragic plot. 
 

            We know when Jesus sat down at the table in the upper room with the disciples, 

there were already forces conspiring against Him, leading to His arrest, torture and 
death.  Yet as the disciples shared the Passover meal with Christ, they were celebrating 

what God had done to set His people free in the past, and trusting in the promises of 
what God shall do in the future.  They shared the cup of compassion and faith with 

Jesus, remembering what they had witnessed: 
 

• He had restored sight to the blind. 
• He had healed lepers, shared meals with tax collectors and sinners, and brought new 

life to Lazarus and a little girl. 
• He had inspired listeners by describing the compassion of a Samaritan and urging 

them to love their neighbors in the same way. 
• He had instilled hope with the parable of a loving father’s welcome to a prodigal son 

back home, revealing God’s eternal forgiveness. 
 

            The enemies of Jesus tried to portray him simply as a rule-breaker who had 

come to upend the status quo.  So as we ponder this final meal of a man condemned to 
die, does tragedy get the upper hand?  The original Seder celebrates the Passover and 

ancient truths of God’s faithfulness.  As they ate, sang and prayed, the focus praised 
God who hears the cries of people in bondage, and who had promised to send a savior 

to bring freedom and new life.  Together they remembered the story of the lamb’s blood 
which protected and saved the people of God.  Jesus had a choice about how to spend 

the final moments of His life, and He chose to host a meal of faith to be passed down 
through the centuries as a celebration of hope, forgiveness and love. 

  
            The story of Holy Week could be described as one of treachery, fear and 

hostility plotting against Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  Yet the other side of the story 
portrays Jesus the faithful preacher and teacher who refused to be defined or 

intimidated by this lack of acceptance.  He continued to promote healing and hospitality. 
 Jesus would not allow the evil plans of some to prevent Him from sharing final moments 

in communion with the disciples. 

 
            An outsider might only see the dismal human failures of followers who fell 

asleep, failed to speak up, and even ran away.  But when we look closer, we witness 



how Jesus offers them forgiveness and visions of a new beginning for them, even when 

all they see is a dead end. 
             

            It appears that evil has the upper hand as Jesus stood silently in front of His 
accusers.  He would not submit to their demands, nor compromise His witness in 

trusting our Heavenly Father has ultimate control, however costly the journey.  Even the 
Roman Centurion recognized a different power at work in this story of death, saying: 

 “Truly this man was God’s Son.” 
  

            The spectacles of faith are not rose-colored glasses.  Instead, they are lenses 
which enable us to view the story with the eyes of a believer.  Palm Sunday urges us to 

look beyond the obvious and discern how God is at work among us, often in mysterious 
ways. 

             
             Perhaps we, like Jesus, have been let down or betrayed by friends or loved 

ones  Our trust is eroded, and relationships don’t seem to be worth the effort.  Our hard 

work and good intentions don’t seem to bear fruit, apparently crumbling in front of us. 
 God seems unreachable or silent as we experience profound loss and grief.  We all know 

times of disappointment and discouragement.  These “Good Friday” moments in our own 
lives make us feel God has forgotten us in our despair. 

 
            The powerful account of Holy Week reminds us how Jesus looked right in the 

eyes of His betrayers, accusers and even death itself.  Christ experienced profound 
despair and pain.  We discover how our Heavenly Father in the face of such tragedy had 

not abandoned Jesus, and will not abandon us.  When we find ourselves in dark valleys, 
remember we are not alone.  In difficult terrain, Jesus will help us navigate the uphill 

battles of our lives.  We can pray for the wisdom and courage Jesus had in order to see 
another side of our story.  We ask God to help us see beyond our obvious hurt and 

indignation, beyond the shameful actions and attitudes of wounded people, and the 
ignorance of those who don’t know what evil they do.  We focus instead on what God’s 

purposes may be, praying “Thy Will be done” and committing ourselves and our 

relationships to walk the path of faith.  Lenten journeys believe the promise of Easter … 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

 
             Amen. 
 


